
 

 

INTERVIEWS AND REMINISCENCES 

In 1985 members of the BERKSWELL LOCAL HISTORY RESEARCH GROUP published volume 1 of the ‘ BERKSWELL MISCELLANY’.   These 
members (called the ‘OFFSHOOT GROUP’) continued publishing further editions of the BERKSWELL MISCELLANY, finishing with volume 6 in 
1990.   Much of  the contents of these volumes was obtained by the ‘Offshoot Group’ interviewing, in the nineteen eighties, long standing residents 
of Berkswell and the surrounding areas to obtain their memories of earlier life, friends. business and events.   The listing below contains many more 
interviews and reminiscences, with those obtained by the ‘Offshoot Group’ identified by an asterisk. 

 

INDEX 
The Index contains many of the names occurring in the interviews, the reference to the right of each surname can be found in the main section. At the end is an appendices by subject. 

 

ABBOTT. May. A-1  BURMAN. Geoffrey. S-4  *FENNEL. Betty. F-1 

ADAMS. Mrs. A-2  CALLOW. Phyllis. E-1  FENNEL. Frank. F-2 

AGGUTER. Doreen. B-6  CARR. Family. C-1  *FENNEL. Queenie. F-3 

ALLEN. John. A-3  CHALK. Elsie. APB-2  *FIELD. Mr. & Mrs. 
George. F-4 

ARCH. Family. A-4  *CHATTAWAY family. C-2  FISHER. Job. F-5 

*ARMITT. Minnie. A-5  COBLEY. Jennie. V-1  *FLETCHER. Valerie. F-6 

ARMITT. Ester. D-3  *COCKERSOLE. Basil. C-3  FLETCHER. Miss Val. L-1 

*ARNETT. Betty. A-6  COOLING. Elsie.  C-4  FORD. Winifred. C-4 

*AYRES. Arthur. A-7  *COOPER. Mr. & Mrs. 
Bob. C-5  *FREEMAN. Mr. & Mrs. 

William. F-7 

BALDING. Liz. W-9  *COURT. Mr. & Mrs. Bill. C-6  GARLIC. Mrs. G-1 

BARNACLE. Family. B-1  CRISP. Mrs. APB-2  *GODFREE. May. T-5 

*BARREN. Mrs. B-2  CROWHURST. Miss. F-4  GOLBY. Beatrice. G-2 

BARTON. Frances. APB-1  CROXSON. Mary. S-1  GOLD family. G-3 

BATCHELOR. May. G-4  DAFFERN family. D-1  GARRARD. Pastor 
George. APB-2 

*BATEMAN. Mary. B-3  *DALTON. Mrs. D-2  GOLDBOURNE. 
Florence. H-16 

BAXTER. Richard. B-4  *DASH. Esther. D-3  GOODE. May. G-4 

*BECKLEY. Dora. B-5  *DAVIES. Hilda. D-4  *GREASLEY. Mrs. G-5 

BELLISON family. B-6  *DAWSON. Mr. & Mrs. 
Ted. D-5  GREASLEY. Dora. B-5 

BEST. Mr. A.C. G-3  DAY. Maud. D-6  *GREEN. Mrs. G-6 

*BLUMENTHAL. Harold. B-7  DEERING. Una. W-11  GREENWELL. Mary. B-3 

*BRADSHAW. Louisa. B-8  DOCKER family. D-7  *GUY. Liz. G-7 

BRETT. Jeremy. B-9  DOCKER-TAYLOR. 
(Butcher). D-8  GRIFFEN. Lis. G-7 

BROCK. Joan. APB-2  *DUGGINS. George. D-9  *HACKETT. Mr. H-1 

BROCKHURST. Thomas. B-10  EALES. Barbara. APB-2  *HALL. Margaret. H-2 

*BROWN. Eileen. B-11  *EDWARDS. Phyllis E-1  HAMMOND family. H-3 

BROWN family. B-12  ETHERINGTON family. E-2  HARDING. Florie. H-4 



 

 

INDEX 
The Index contains many of the names occurring in the interviews, the reference to the right of each surname can be found in the main section. At the end is an appendices by subject. 

 

BRUSH. Fred W. B-13  EVANS. Mrs. E-3  *HARDY. May. H-5 

BUNCH. Mrs. G-3  FELL.  B-11  HARKINS. Elsie. APB-2 

HARRIS. Nellie. H-6  MOLD. Mrs. H-7  SLY family. S-9 

HAWKESWOOD. Mrs. H-7  MOORE. Miss. APB-2  SMITH. Gladys. S-10 

*HAYNES. Mrs. A. H-8  NEWMAN. Derek. XXXX  *SMITH. Mr. S. J. S-11 

HEATH. Sarah. R-1  OLLIS. Mr. & Mrs. Paul. O-1  SPIERS. Mrs. S-12 

Hill. Mrs. H-9  OWEN family. 0-2  STAINER. Alan. S-13 

HODGKINS. Mrs. H-10  PAGE. W. J. APB-2  STAPHNILL. J. W. APB-2 

HOPKINS family. H-11  PALMER. Maria. P-1  SUTCLIFFE. Mr. R. C. G-3 

HORN. Frank. H-12  PEARMAN. Mark. P-1  TAYLOR. Arthur. T-1 

HOWES. Mr. & Mrs. H-13  PEARSON. May. H-5  *TAYLOR. Mr. & Mrs. 
James. T-2 

HUGGINS family. H-14  PICKERILL. Vera. H-15  TAYLOR family.  T-3 

*HURST. Mr. & Mrs. 
Herbert. H-15  PINKS family. P-2  *TEAGUE. M<r. & Mrs. 

George. T-4 

HURST. Kathleen. M-6  PHELPS. Miss. D-2  THOMPSON family. T-5 

*HURST. Mr. & Mrs. 
William. H-16  POOLE. Mr. & Mrs. 

George. P-3  *THOMPSON. James. T-6 

 JACKSON. Hilda. D-4  POWELL. Mrs. P-4  THOMPSON family. T-7 

JOHNSON. Pam. APB-2  POWELL. Elsie. P-5  THOMPSON. Margaret. APB-2 

*KAYE. Millicent. K-1  *PRATT. Mr. & Mrs. John. P-6  THOMPSON. Maud. D-6 

KAYE. Nellie. H-6  PRICE. Betty. F-1  THOMPSON. Minnie. A-5 

KEATING. Miss. F-7  *PROCTOR. Lois. P-7  TIMMS. Louisa. B-8 

LAWLEY. Mabel. APB-2  REAVES. Mr. & Mrs. 
John. R-1  UNDERHILL. Betty. U-1 

*LAWRENCE. Val. L-1  *REEVES. Florence. R-2  *UNDERHILL. Mary U-2 

LEA. Dr. Peter. L-2  RICHARDS. Mrs. B-1  UNDERHILL family. U-3 

LEE. Mary. A-1  ROSAMUND. Valerie. F-6  UNDERWOOD. Charles. APB-2 

*LOYNTON. Elsie. L-3  ROSE. Sylvia. R-3  VAUGHAN. Brenda. M-7 

*MARLOW. Georgina. M-1  ROWLEY. Florie. H-4  *VAUGHAN. Herbert. M-7                                                

MARROW family. M-2  SEAL. Mr. S-1  VINCENT. Georgina. M-1 

MATHEW family. M-3  SCARSBROOK family. S-2  *VINES. Jennie. V-1 

*McCREA. Mr R. J. M-4  *SCHNEIDER. Mrs. P. S-3  *WAGSTAFF. Herbert. W-1 

McCLAREN. Bob. M-4  SHAKESPEARE family. S-4  WAKELIN family. W-2 

MERRY. Mrs. M-5  *SKERRITT. Mr. C. S-5  WARMINGHAM. ‘Sos’. W-3 

*MILLER. Kathleen. M-6  SKIDMORE. Mrs. E. S-6  WEBB. Arthur. W-4 



 

 

INDEX 
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MILLS. Elsie. L-3  SKIDMORE family. S-7  *WEBBER. Mr. & Mrs. 
Ron. W-5 

*MINTON. Brenda. M-7  SKIDMORE. Len. S-8  WHITEHEAD family. W-6 

*MOGGS-WRIGHT. Mr. M-8  SLATER. Alan. APA-1  WHITEHEAD. Joan. APB-2 

WHITEHEAD. Joy. APB-2  WHEATLEY-HUBBARD. 
Ann. W-9  *WOOLEY. Mr. & Mrs. 

Charles.  W-13 

WHITEHEAD. L. D. APB-2  WILLIAMS. Mr. & Mrs. 
Les. W-10  *WOOLEY. Jack. W-14 

WHITEHEAD. Lucie. APB-2  *WILLIAMS. Una. W-11  *YOUNG. Alice. Y-1 

WHITHEAD. Misses. W-7  WILLIAMSON. Mrs. W-12    

*WHEATLEY. Mrs. W-8  WILSON. Eileen. B-11  APPENDICES. APA 

 

INTERVIEWS AND REMINISCENCES 
 

DOC. 
NO. 

SURNAME OF 
INTERVIEWEE OR 
MAIN CHARACTER 

NO. 
OF 

SHEETS 

DATE OF 
DOCUMENT 

SYNOPSIS SOURCE 
OF DATA 

A-1 ABBOTT. Mrs. May 
(nee LEE) 

2 30 Jan. 1986 Hand written notes. Interview with 
Mrs. ABBOTT. 

A-2 ADAMS.  Mrs. 3 Sep. 1993 281 Cromwell Lane. 
Observations on many local 
people. 

Interview with 
Mrs. ADAMS. 

A-3 ALLEN.  John. 1 8 Jul. 1724  Probate of Will. 

A-4 ARCH.  Family. 4 23 Jun. 1988 Listing of family + Family Tree. 
1764 to 1826. 

 

* 
A-5 

ARMITT.  Mrs.Minnie 
(nee THOMPSON) 

18 22 Nov. 1984 Preston-on Stour. 
Recollections of her relations 
and friends. 

Interview with 
Mrs. ARMITT. 

 ARMITT.  Miss.Ester. 
(aka Cis). 

  Married Mr. DASH. See D-3.  

* 
A-6 

ARNETT.  Mrs.Betty. 
(nee UNDERHILL) 

5 1 Jan. 1990 Hand written notes about the 
Family. 

Interview with 
Mrs. ARNETT. 

* 
A-7 

AYERS.  Arthur. 3 13 Jun. 1989 Family data and WW2 memories 
(Home Guard) 

Interview with 
Mr. AYERS. 

B-1 BARNACLE.  Family. 3 1861 to  
1932 

 Census Returns, 
Trade Directories 
and Graveyard 
Survey.. 

1 Mar. 1988 Comments from Mrs. 
RICHARDS. 

Letter to C.M. F 

B-2 BARREN.   Mrs. 1 17 Feb. 1989 Her life in Berkswell. Interview with 
Mrs. BARREN. 

 BATCHELOR. Miss 
May. 

  Married Mr. GOODE. 
See G-3. 

 



 

 

INTERVIEWS AND REMINISCENCES 
 

DOC. 
NO. 

SURNAME OF 
INTERVIEWEE OR 
MAIN CHARACTER 

NO. 
OF 

SHEETS 

DATE OF 
DOCUMENT 

SYNOPSIS SOURCE 
OF DATA 

* 
B-3 

BATEMAN.  Mrs. Mary. 
(nee GREENWELL) 

3 26 Jul. 1989 Observations on many local 
people and extracts from 
obituary of Mrs. BATEMAN’s 
farther. 

Interview with 
Mrs. BATEMAN 
by C. M. F. 

B-4 BAXTER.   Mr. Richard. 2 1615 to 1691 A Puritan minister with a 
chequered history. 

Congregational 
magazine, Vol.III, 
1820. 

* 
B-5 

BECKLEY.   Mrs. Dora. 
(nee GREASLEY) 

2 31 Jul. 1989 Life in the Land Army and 
observations on many local 
people. 

Interview with 
Mrs. BECKLEY by 
C. M. F. 

B-6 BELLISON,  and 
relatives. 

2 Feb. 1990 Including extracts from 
Berkswell Court Rolls. 

Doreen 
AGUTTER. 

* 
B-7 

BLUMENTHAL.  Harold.. 1 No date. Lord Mayor of Birmingham.  
Moved to Balsall after blitz. 

Telephone 
Conversation 
with C. M. F. 

* 
B-8 

BRADSHAW.  
Mrs.Louisa. Aka Louie. 
(nee TIMMS) 

3 31 Jul. 1989 39 Coplow Close. Family history 
and notes on Berkswell and 
district. 

Interview with 
Mrs. BRADSHAW 
by C. M. F. 

B-9 BRETT.  Jeremy. 3 23 Jun.1989 Actor. Son of Col Henry 
HUGGINS. 

Newspaper 
reports. 

B-10 BROCKHURST. 
Thomas. 

2 18 Apr. 1770 Extracts from Berkswell Court 
Rolls. 

 

* 
B-11 

BROWN.  Mrs. Eileen. 
(nee WILSON) 

3 14 Feb. 1990 Family history and details of 
Balsall Common. 

Interview with Mrs. 
BROWN. 

3 15 Jan. 1990 Memories of her life as a child in 
Berkswell. 

Letter to Mrs. 
FELL. 

B-12 BROWN.  Family. 8 1617 to 1982  Graveyard survey, 
1851 census, 
Parish registers. 

B-13 BRUSH.  Fred W. 6 1922 to 1940 Memories of his childhood in 
Balsall Common and Berkswell. 

Letter. 

C-1 CARR. 6  References to the name CARR. Many. 

* 
C-2 

 

 

 

* 

CHATTAWAY.  Mr and 
Mrs. Arthur. aka Archie. 

2  Information about people and 
businesses. 

From the 
CHATTAWAYS. 

Family 1    

Hardware 4  Hand written notes on 80 years 
of trading and newspaper report. 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Stan. 2 15 Apr. 1989  Interview 

 COBLEY.  Miss Jennie.   Married Mr. VINES. 
See V-1. 

 

* 
C-3 

COCKERSOLE. Basil. 1 27 Feb. 1986 Hand written notes of interview. Interview. 

C-4 COOLING.  Mrs. 
Winifred Elsie. 
(nee FORD) 

1  Facts on her life. Note from Cyril 
COOLING. 

* 
C-5 

COOPER.  Mr. and Mrs. 
Bob 

1 23 Apr. 1991 History of Mr. And Mrs. Bob 
Cooper. 

Interview. 



 

 

INTERVIEWS AND REMINISCENCES 
 

DOC. 
NO. 

SURNAME OF 
INTERVIEWEE OR 
MAIN CHARACTER 

NO. 
OF 

SHEETS 

DATE OF 
DOCUMENT 

SYNOPSIS SOURCE 
OF DATA 

* 
C-6 

COURT.  Mr. Bill and 
Mrs. Joan. 

4 19 Jan. 1985 Station Road. Their life in Balsall 
Common. 

Interview with 
C. M. F. 

 CROWHURST.  Miss.   Married Mr. Field. 
See F-4. 

 

 CROXSON. Miss Mary.   Married Mr. SEAL. 
See S-1. 

 

D-1 DAFFERN. 3 1698 to 1882 Family details. Many. 

* 
D-2 

DALTON.   Mrs.  
(nee PHELPS) 

1 16 Feb. 1989  Interview. 

* 
D-3 

DASH.  Mrs. Esther  
aka Cis. (nee ARMITT) 

3 7 Feb. 1990 Her life and many friends. Interview. 

D-4 

 

* 

 

* 

DAVIES.  Mrs. Hilda. 
(nee JACKSON) 

1 8 Jan. 1986 Letter to Heart of England 
school. 

 

2 Oct. 1986 Family history. Interview. 

2  Up-date on earlier notes.  

2 17 Feb. 1987 Further up-dates. Interview. 

2  Hand written notes.  

* 
D-5 

DAWSON.  Mr. Ted and 
Mrs. Carol. 

2 30 Jan. 1985 General information’s. Interview with 
C. M. F. 

D-6 DAY.  Mrs Maud. 
(nee THOMPSON 

2 26 Apr. 1989 Frog Cottage, Frog Lane. 
family history 

Interview 

D-7 DOCKER. Family. 13 1612 to 1852 Station Road in Balsall Common 
was originally called Dockers 
Lane. 

Many. 

D-8 DOCKER-TAYLOR. 
Butcher. 

2 1911? Hand written note s re: two 
families working together in 
business. 

Newspaper report. 

D-9 

* 

* 

DUGGINS.  Mr. George. 1 1985 Hand written notes.  

2 Jun. 1986 In and around Duggins Lane Interview. 

2 8 Apr. 1988 More family information. Interview. 

* 
E-1 

EDWARDS.  Mrs. 
Phyllis. (nee CALLOW) 

1 11 Aug. 1986 Her life and village details. Interview. 

E-2 ETHERINGTON. Family. 8 1613 to 1733 Personal and life information. Parish Registers 
and other records. 

1 1683 to 1810 Family Tree.  

E-3 EVANS.  Mrs. 3 Jun. 1985 Notes on her house and the 
surrounding area. 

Visit to Camp 
Farm. 

* 
F-1 

FENNEL.  Mrs. Betty. 
(nee PRICE) 

3 6 Feb. 1985 The Spring, Cornets End Lane. 
Family and area history. 

Interview with 
C. M. F. 

F-2 FENNEL.  Frank. 1 No date Hand written notes. Not known. 

* 
F-3 

FENNEL.  Mrs. Queenie. 2 5 Feb. & 
5 Apr. 1986 

The Flats on the green at 
Berkswell.  Hand written. 

Interview. 

* 
F-4 

FIELD.  Mr. George and 
Mrs. Betty. 
(nee CROWHURST) 

4 9 May. 1985 The Windmill in 1971. 
History of the family and the 
Windmill. 

Interview. 
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DOC. 
NO. 

SURNAME OF 
INTERVIEWEE OR 
MAIN CHARACTER 

NO. 
OF 

SHEETS 

DATE OF 
DOCUMENT 

SYNOPSIS SOURCE 
OF DATA 

F-5 FISHER.  Mr. Job. 4 May. 1990 In 1822 became the owner of 
“The George in the Tree”. 
Family Tree 1788 to 1871. 

C. M. FELL. 

* 
F-6 

FLETCHER.  Mrs. 
Valerie. 
(nee ROSAMUND) 

3 13 Feb. 1989 Berkswell Village. 
Notes on her life. 

Interview. 

 FLETCHER.  Miss Val.   Married Mr. LAWRENCE. 
See L-1. 

 

 FORD.  Miss Winifred 
Elsie. 

  Married Mr. Cooling. 
See C-4. 

 

* 
F-7 

FREEMAN.  Mr and Mrs. 
William. (nee KEATING) 

1  101 Plough Hill Road, Chapel 
End. 
History of family and local area. 

Interview. 

G-1 GARLIC.  Mrs. Nora. 1 23 Mar. 1989 Her comments on events and 
people. 

Interview. 

G-2 GOLBY.  Beatrice. 2 Dec. 1991 Her early life and memories of 
local people. 

Interview. 

G-3 GOLD.  Family. 1 Feb 1990 1881 Census, Trade Directories 
and graveyard surveys 

Research by 
D. M. F.. 

9 6 May. 1990 Farming in the war. Mrs BUNCH (nee 
Phyllis GOLD) 

1  Earnest GOLD. D-Day’s 
weatherman. 

Express and 
News. 

19 Dec. 1977 Earnest GOLD 1881 to 1976. 
Biographical memoirs. 
Fellows of the Royal Society. 

R. C. SUTCLIFFE 
and A. C. BEST 

 GOLDBOURNE.   
Miss Florence Helen. 

  Married Mr. Bill HURST. 
See H-14. 

 

* 
G-4 

GOODE.  Mrs. May. 
(nee BATCHELOR) 

3 22 Nov. 1984 Lived in Sunnyside Farm until 
1926. Born 1902. Husband was 
organist at Berkswell Church for 
45 years. 

C. M. F. 

1 24 Jul. 1985 More information from Mrs. 
GOODE. 

 

1 22 Jun. 1989 Further comments about people 
and events. 

Interview 

* 
G-5 

GREASLEY.  Mrs. 1 8 Aug. 1989 The flats on the Green at 
Berkswell. 

Interview. 

 GREASLEY.  Miss Dora.   Married Mr. BECKLEY. 
See B-5. 

 

* 
G-6 

GREEN.  Mrs. 1 21 Jan. & 
9 Oct. 1984 

Byfield Cottage Kenilworth 
Road. Who lived in the Byfield 
Cottages. 

C. M. F. 

 GREENWELL. Mary.   Married Mr. BATEMAN. See B-3  

* 
G-7 

GUY.  Mrs. Liz. 
(nee GRIFFEN) 

1 Sep. 1996 Reference to the names of 
people in photograph on page 
79, Vol. VI. Berkswell 
Miscellany. 

Letter to Mrs. 
FELL. 
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OF 

SHEETS 

DATE OF 
DOCUMENT 

SYNOPSIS SOURCE 
OF DATA 

* 
H-1 

HACKETT.   Mr. 1 10 Feb. 1989 Bombed out of Coventry, moved 
to Beechwood, left there in 
1942. 
Memories of Berkswell. 

Interview. 

H-2 HALL.  Margaret. 4  Hand written notes. “Life in 
Berkswell”. 

Not known. 

H-3 HAMMOND.  Family. 7 1653 to 1982 Two family trees.1752 to 1851 
and 1825 to 1982. 

Parish Registers, 
Graveyard survey, 
Census Returns. 

H-4 HARDING.  Mrs. Florie. 
(nee ROWLEY) 

1 7 Aug. 1985 Hand written notes. Lived in 
Windmill Lane before moving to 
South Africa. 

Interviewed when 
returned for 
holiday. 

* 
H-5 

HARDY.  Mrs May. 
(nee PEARSON) 

1 15 Aug. 1989 Came to live in the area when 
very young. 

Meeting with  
C. M. F. 

H-6 HARRIS.  Mrs. Nellie. 
(nee KAYE) 

5  Detailed description of her life in 
Berkswell. 

Written by Herself. 

1 30 May. 1990  Interview 

H-7 HAWKESWOOD. 
Mrs.(nee MOORE) 

1 10 Aug. 1990  A short note. 

* 
H-8 

HAYNES.  Mrs. A. 1 28 Feb 1989 Brief notes.  

 HEATH.  Miss Sarah.   Married John REAVES. See R-1  

H-9 HILL.   Mrs. 2  Lived in Rosedale Cottage. 
Hand written notes. 

Interview. 

H-10 HODGKINS.  Mrs. 1  Hand written notes. Interview. 

H-11 HOPKINS.  Family. 1  Hand written notes. 1881 and 1941 
Census. 

H-12 HORN. Mr. Frank. 1 Nov. 1952 Report on the death of Mr. Frank 
HORN. 

Newspaper 
cuttings. 

H-13 HOWES.  Mr and Mrs. 8  22 Mar. 1985 Hand written notes on their lives. Interview. 

H-14 HUGGINS.  Family. 18 4 Apr. 1989 History of the family. Lived in 
Berkswell Grange. 

Many.. 

1 25 May. 1989 Additional notes about Col. 
HUGGINS and the war 

Interview 

* 
H-15 

HURST. Herbert and 
Mrs. Vera.  
(nee PICKERILL) 

4 2 May. 1989 Both lived in Windmill Lane 
Their early life. 

Interview and 
Family Tree. 

 HURST.  Miss Kathleen.   Married Mr. MILLER. 
See M-6 

 

* 
H-16 

HURST.  Mr. William 
(Bill) and Mrs. Florence 
Helen 
(nee GOLDBOURNE) 

5 24 Jan. 1985 Formerly of Beechwood Farm. 
Mrs. HURST was born in 
Canada and now lives in a flat 
on the Green in Berkswell. 

Interview with 
 Mrs. HURST  
by C. M. F. 

 JACKSON.  Miss Hilda   Married Mr. DAVIES. 
See D-4 
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OF 
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OF DATA 

* 
K-1 

KAYE.   Miss Millicent. 3 2 Aug.1989 When nearly three she moved 
with her parents into a cottage in 
Old Lane (now called Lavender 
Hall Lane). 

Interview. 

 KAYE.  Miss Nellie.   Married Mr. HARRIS. See H-6  

 KEATING.  Miss   Married Mr. William FREEMAN. 
See F-7. 

 

* 
L-1 

LAWRENCE.   Mrs. Val. 
(nee FLETCHER) 

6 23 Apr. 1986 Brought up in cottage just off 
Hob Lane. Now lives in 
Kenilworth. 

Interview. 

L-2 LEA.   Dr Peter. 1 22 Jun. 1989 New chairman of Balsall Parish 
Council. 

Report from 
Kenilworth Citizen. 

 LEE.  Miss May.   Married Mr. ABBOTT. See A-1  

* 
L-3 

LOYNTON.  Mrs. Elsie. 
(nee MILLS) 

1 2 Apr. 1987 Hand written notes about her 
life. 

Taken from a 
Telephone call. 

* 
M-1 

MARLOW.   Miss 
Georgina.  
(nee VINCENT) 

3 30 Jan. 1990 General notes on friends and 
relatives. 

Interview. 

M-2 MARROW. Family. 13 1464 to 1764 The name MARROW can be 
found in Warwickshire records 
dated 1538 and Berkswell in 
1547. Includes four family trees. 

Records of King 
Edward’s School, 
Birmingham. 

M-3 MATHEW. Family. 12 1497 to 1963 Family Tree entitled “MATHEW 
succession at Mercote Hall”. 

Victorian History 
of Warwickshire. 

M-4 McCLAREN.  Mr. Bob. 5 1986 Mr. McCLAREN was a special 
Constable during the second 
world war. He then became clerk 
to the Trustees. 

Interview with Mr. 
McCREA of 
Kenilworth.  

  2  Retirement. Newspaper report. 

  6 15 Sep. 1940 List of papers and reports. Interview 

M-5 MERRY.  Mrs. 2  Hand written notes. . 

* 
M-6 

MILLER.   Mrs. Kathleen. 
(nee HURST) 

2 10 Apr 1986 Notes and comments on people 
who lived in the Berkswell area. 

Letter from Mrs. 
MILLER to Mrs. 
CHATTAWAY. 

 MILLS.  Miss Elsie.   Married Mr. LOYTON. 
See L-2. 

 

* 
M-7 

MINTON.  Mrs. Brenda. 
(nee VAUGHAN) 

1 14 Jun. 1989 Hand written notes about 
Brenda and her Father Herbert 
VAUGHAN. 

Interview. C. M. F. 

* 
M-8 

MOGGS-WRIGHT.  Mr. 2 4 May. 1989 Born in Hill Cottage. General 
notes on people and events. 

Interview. 

M-9 MOULD.  Mrs. 1 No date Very rough hand written notes Not known. 

O-1 OLLIS.  Mr. Paul and 
Mrs. Kate. 

1  Hand written notes about the 
300-year-old ‘Barnacle Farm’ 
and various people. 

Interview with  
Mrs. OLLIS. 

O-2 OWEN.  Family 4 Feb. 1990 Family history and family tree. Census returns. 
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INTERVIEWEE OR 
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OF 

SHEETS 
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OF DATA 

P-1 PEARMAN.   Mr. Mark. 11 1946 Son of Samuel PEARMAN and 
Anna Maria PALMER, baptised 
at Berkswell on 14th March 1769. 

City of Coventry 
Records Office. 

5  More information on Mark 
PEARMAN  

 

4  Hand written notes Written by Mark 
PEARMAN. 

 PICKERILL.  Miss Vera.   Married Mr. HURST. 
See H-13. 

 

P-2 PINKS.  Family. 1  Hand written list of names. Census Returns. 

P-3 POOLE.  Mr. George 
and Mrs. Dorothy. 

1  A list of papers relating to Mr. 
and Mrs. Poole of Balsall 
Common. 

 

* 
P-4 

POWELL.   Mrs. 3 26 Jul. 1899 Mrs. POWELL was nursery maid 
to Miss Ann WHEATLEY. 
Her life in service. 

Interview. 

P-5 POWELL.   Mrs Elsie. 1 15 Aug. 1989 Came to live in the area when 
very young. 

Notes from 
meeting with Mrs. 
POWELL. 

* 
P-6 

PRATT.  Mr. John and 
Mrs, Ruth, aka Jack. 

2 Oct. 1990 Recollections of life in Berkswell. Letter to Rector of 
Berkswell from 
Mrs. Ruth PRATT. 

 PRICE.  Miss Betty.   Married Mr. FENNEL. 

See F-1. 

 

* 
P-7 

PROCTOR.  Lois. 5 5 Mar. 1990 Hand written notes about people 
she knew. 

Interview. 

R-1 REAVES.  Mr. John and 
Mrs. Sarah.  
(nee HEATH). 

8 1783 to 1930 Includes a family tree. Graveyard survey. 

* 
R-2 

REEVES.  Florence. 3 28 Feb. 1989 Her life in Balsall Common. Letter from P. 
SCHNEIDER. 

 ROSAMUND.  Miss 
Valerie. 

  Married Mr. FLETCHER. 
See F-6. 

 

R-3 ROSE.  Mrs Sylvia. 1  Brief listing of her friends and 
relatives. 

Interview. 

 ROWLEY.  Miss Florie.   Married Mr HARDING. 
See H-4. 

 

S-1 SEAL.   Mrs. Mary. 
(nee CROXSON) 

5 26 Mar. 1990 Her life in detail and information 
on many other people. 

Interview. 

S-2 SCARSBROOK. Family. 1 1851 to 1960 List. Census returns 
and graveyard 
survey. 

* 
S-3 

SCHNEIDER.    Mrs. P. 1 28 Feb. 1989 Her family in Berkswell and 
Balsall Common. 

Letter to Mrs. 
FELL. 

S-4 SHAKESPEARE. family. 2 1977 Forbears of William 
SHAKESPEARE who lived in 
the area. 

Geoffrey C. 
BURMAN. 



 

 

INTERVIEWS AND REMINISCENCES 
 

DOC. 
NO. 

SURNAME OF 
INTERVIEWEE OR 
MAIN CHARACTER 

NO. 
OF 

SHEETS 

DATE OF 
DOCUMENT 

SYNOPSIS SOURCE 
OF DATA 

* 
S-5 

SKERRITT.  Mr. C. 1 3 Feb. 1987 Life and events in and around 
Berkswell. 

Interview. 

S-6 SKIDMORE.  Mrs. E. 1  Her memories of being an under 
house maid at Berkswell Hall. 

Letter to Mrs. 
Mulgrave. 

S-7 SKIDMORE.  Family. 1  Notes on his family. Mr.  SKIDMORE. 

S-8 SKIDMORE.  Mr. Len. 2  His childhood memories. Mr SKIDMORE. 

12  Detailed memories of people 
and life in Berkswell. In three 
instalments. 

 

4  ‘The area’.  

2 
7 
4 
9 

 
14 Nov. 1987 
3 Dec. 1987 
Feb. 1988 

) 
)    Random notes. 
)    Many hand written. 
) 

 

S-9 SLY.  Family. 1 1691 to 1839 Hand written list.  

S-10 SMITH.  Mrs. Gladys. 1  Hand written notes.  

* 
S-11 

SMITH.  Mr. S. J. 2  21 Jan. 1991 Born in Green Lane. Notes on 
life and people. 

Letter from Mr. 
SMITH. 

7 14 Dec. 2002 Hand written notes.  

S-12 SPIERS.  Mrs. 4  SPIERS family history and their 
connection with Berkswell. 

Note to Jean and 
Dee from Connie. 

S-13 STAINER.  Mr. Alan. 4 3 Dec. 1984 General information about his 
life. 

 

T-1 TAYLOR.   Mr. Arthur. 2 8 May. 1990 Life from birth in Balsall to now 
living in Green Lane. 

Interview. 

* 
T-2 

TAYLOR.   Mr. and Mrs. 
James. 

2  Mr. Taylor’s life and experiences 
living in the area. 

Interview. 

T-3 TAYLOR.   Family. 5  List of marriages from 1655 to 
1897, Census and burials 1654 
to 1899. 

Parish Registers. 

* 
T-4 

TEAGUE.  Mr. George 
and Mrs. Evelyn. 

3 19 Jun. 1986 Lived in Duggins Lane for 49 
years.  Details of their life and 
other people. 

Visit to Mr. and 
Mrs. TEAGUE. 

T-5 THOMPSON. Family. 5  Letter and enclosure giving 
details of family and friends. 

From May 
GODFREE to Mr. 
and Mrs TRACEY 

* 
T-6 

THOMPSON.  Mr. 
James. 

3 15 May. 1986  Interview. 

T-7 THOMPSON. Family. 1  Burials from 1871 to 1929. Graveyard survey. 

 THOMPSON.  Miss 
Maud. 

  Married Mr. DAY. 
See D-6. 

 

 TIMMS.   Miss Louisa, 
aka Louie. 

  Married Mr. BRADSHAW. 
See B-8. 

 

U-1 UNDERHILL.   Betty. 2  General notes about the area. Notes from Betty 
UNDERHILL. 



 

 

INTERVIEWS AND REMINISCENCES 
 

DOC. 
NO. 

SURNAME OF 
INTERVIEWEE OR 
MAIN CHARACTER 

NO. 
OF 

SHEETS 

DATE OF 
DOCUMENT 

SYNOPSIS SOURCE 
OF DATA 

U-2 UNDERHILL.  Miss 
Mary. 

4 9 Feb. 1990 Life, family and experiences of 
Mary UNDERHILL. 

Interview. 

2  General facts. Notes from Mary’s 
scrapbook. 

1 Jun. 1990 Description of the ‘Well House’. Visit by Mary 
UNDERHILL. 

U-3 UNDERHILL.  Family. 2  Marriages 1809 to 1891. 
Census. hand written. 

Census and other 
documents. 

* 
V-1 

VINES.  Mrs. Jennie. 
(nee COBLEY). 

1 11 Jul. 1989 Details of her life, including work 
at Berkswell Grange. 

Interview. 

* 
W-1 

WAGSTAFF.   
Mr. Herbert. 

3 13 Mar. 1985 No. 4 Bungalow, The Green, 
Berkswell. His life from school, 
work to retirement. 

Interview. 

W-2 WAKELIN. Family. 2 Mar. 1987 Register of Electors, 1841 to 
1861, 1871 census. Grave yard 
survey and Parish Registers. 

Com piled by  
C. M. FELL. 

W-3 WARMINGHAM. ‘Sos’. 3 16 Apr. 1986 Hand written notes.. Interview. 

1  ‘Sos’ WARMINGHAM hangs up 
his straw boater for the last time 

Newspaper report 

W-4 WEBB.   Mr. Arthur. 1  Short note. Not known. 

* 
W-5 

WEBBER.   Mr. Ron and 
Mrs. Dolly. 

3 21 Sep. 1984 
and 

28 Jul 1988 

Mr. And Mrs. WEBBER of 
Sunnyside Farm, Barratts Lane. 

Interviewed by 
C. M. F. 

 

INTERVIEWS AND REMINISCENCES – APPENDICES . 
 

DOC. 
NO. 

SUBJECT NO. 
OF 

SHEETS 

DATE  SOURCE 
OF DATA 

* 
APA-1 

AYLESFORD 
ESTATE 

1 1984/5 Mrs. Minnie ARMITT, Mr. Alan SLATER and Mrs. Betty 
FENNEL 

APB-1 BERKSWELL 1 No date Newspaper report.  Written by Frances E. H. BARTON. 

* 
APB-2 

BERKSWELL 
MISCELLANY 

4 No date Pam JOHNSON, Margaret THOMPSON, W. J. PAGE, 
Charles UNDERWOOD, Mabel LAWLEY, 
Elsie HARKINS, Mrs. W.M. CRISP, Joan BROCK, 
L. D. WHITEHEAD, Lucy WHITEHEAD,  
Elsie LOYNTON, J. W. STAPHNILL, Mrs. L.WAKE, 
Pastor George GARRARD, Elsie CHALK,  
Barbara EALES, Joan WHITEHEAD, Derek NEWMAN 
and Joy WHITEHEAD. 

1 No date Leaflet advertising ‘Berkswell Miscellany lll’ 

APB-3 BUSINESSES 
1920 to 1958 

3 No date Compiled from Stan CHATTAWAY’s notes. 
Hand written. 

* 
APC-1 

CHURCHES 
CHAPELS 
MEETING 

HOUSES, etc 

2 1984 to1985 Mrs. Minnie ARMITT, Mrs. Mary GOODE,  
Mr. and Mrs. William COURT and Ted DAWSON. 



 

 

INTERVIEWS AND REMINISCENCES – APPENDICES . 
 

DOC. 
NO. 

SUBJECT NO. 
OF 

SHEETS 

DATE  SOURCE 
OF DATA 

APC-2 CHURCHYARD 

SURVEY 

1 No date Hand written notes. 

* 
APC-3 

CIVIL WAR 1 1984/5 Mr. Alan SLATER and Carol DAWSON. 

* 
APC-4 

CLOTHING 1 1984 Mrs. Minnie ARMITT and Mrs. May GOODE. 

* 
APF-1 

FARMS 
MILLS, etc 

1 1984 Mrs. Minnie ARMITT and Mrs. May GOODE. 

* 
APH-1 

HEALTH, ILLNESS 
EPIDEMICS, DEATHS 

FUNERALS etc 

1 1984 Mrs. Minnie ARMITT and Mrs. May GOODE. 

APH-2 HOME GUARD 1 No date Not known. 

* 
APH-3 

HOUSES 
COTTAGES 

etc. 

2 1984/5 Mrs Minnie ARMITT, Mrs May GOODE,  
Mrs. Una WILLIAMS, Alan STAINER,  
Mrs. Betty FENNEL and Ted DAWSON. 

API-1 INTERVIEW 
ODDS and ENDS 

3 No date Not known. 

* 
APN-1 

NEWSPAPERS 
etc 

1 1984 Mrs. Minnie ARMITT and Mrs. May GOODE. 

* 
APP-1 

PEOPLE 1 1984/5 Mrs Minnie ARMITT, Mrs. May GOODE and Mrs. 
HURST. 

* 
APP-2 

PUBLIC HOUSES 
INNS, etc 

1 1984 Mrs. Minnie ARMITT and Mrs. May GOODE. 

* 
APS-1 

SCHOOLS 

BERKSWELL 

 

2 

 

1984/5 

 

Mrs Minnie ARMITT, Mrs. May GOODE. 
Mrs. Una Williams and Mrs. HURST. 

BURTON GREEN 2 No date School Log Book. 

* 
APS-2 

SHOPKEEPERS 
TRADESMEN 

1 No date Mrs Minnie ARMITT, Mrs. May GOODE and Mr. and 
Mrs Ted DAWSON. 

* 
APS-3 

SMALLHOLDINGS 
NURSERIES 

1 1984 Mrs. GREEN and Mrs. WILLIAMS. 

* 
APS-4 

SPORTS 1 1984/5 Mrs. Una Williams and Ted DAWSON. 

 


